
CONFIDENTIAL 

Decision Report Item Number 19.1 

Walkerville Citizen of the Year Awards 

Report Date: 8 December 2023 

Reporting Officer: Programs & Events Coordinator, Adriane Dade 

Responsible Manager: Group Manager Public Relations, Sarah Spencer 

Previous Reference: Nil 

Report Purpose 

The purpose of this report is for Council Members to consider the nominations received as 
part of the Town of Walkerville’s 2024 Citizen of the Year Awards and to determine the 
award recipients. 

Officer Recommendation 

Confidentiality Recommendation (Public)

Pursuant to section 90(2) and 90(3)(o)

Pursuant to section 90(2) of the Local Government Act 1999 (the Act), the Council orders that all 
members of the public, except Council’s Chief Executive Officer Andrew MacDonald, Group 
Manager Public Relations Sarah Spencer, Group Manager Assets & Infrastructure James Kelly, 
Group Manager Finance Muhammad Jawad, Team Leader People, Governance & Risk Jim 
Dickens and Governance Officer (EA) Emma Spencer be excluded from attendance at the meeting 
for Agenda Item 19.1 titled ‘Walkerville Citizen of the Year Awards’. 

The Council is satisfied that, pursuant to section 90(3)(o) of the Act, the information to be received, 
discussed or considered is in confidence as the information in relation to this agenda item includes 
information relating to a proposed award recipient before the presentation of the award. 

The Council is satisfied that the principle that the Meeting be conducted in a place open to the 
public has been outweighed in the circumstances because disclosure of details may prematurely be 
disclosed before the details have been discussed with the Award recipients. 

Recommendation (Confidential) 

1. That Council, having considered the nominations received for the 2024 Walkerville Citizen of
the Year Awards, determines to award:

__________________ for the Citizen of the Year.

__________________ for the Young Citizen of the Year.

__________________ for the Community Event of the Year.

__________________ for the Active Citizenship Award.

2. That Council further requests that Administration forward the name of the successful
candidates to the Australia Day Council for consideration to the State Awards.
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Confidentiality Recommendation (Public) 

Pursuant to section 91(7) 

That having considered Agenda Item 19.1 titled ‘Walkerville Citizen of the Year Awards’ in 
confidence under section 90(2) and (3)(a) of the Local Government Act 1999, the Council, pursuant 
to section 91(7) of that Act orders that the report, attachment and minutes relevant to this Agenda 
Item be retained in confidence until a public announcement has been made, excepting that Council 
authorises the release of the minutes to substantive parties to enable enactment of the resolution 
and that pursuant to Section 91(9)(c) of the Local Government Act 1999, the Council delegates to 
the Chief Executive Officer the review and power to revoke this Order. 

 

Background 

Administration has received six (6) nominations for the Walkerville Citizen of the Year Awards. Annie 
Hutchinson has been nominated for the Citizen of the Year for her work on the Friends of Walkerville 
Primary School Committee and fundraising efforts. Eloise Broster, Jessica Craig and Claudia John 
have all been nominated for the Young Citizen of the Year for the volunteer and community work 
they undertake both inside and outside of school. Walkerville Bushcare Volunteers have been 
nominated for the Active Citizenship Award for their planting and environmental work along Linear 
Park/River Torrens. Finally, the SA Youth Guitar Ensemble (SAYGE) has been nominated for the 
Active Citizenship Award for their contribution to music education and the youth classical guitar 
community. 
 
As part of Council’s Citizenship Ceremony held on Australia Day, Council takes the opportunity to 
recognise a member(s) of the community who have made an outstanding contribution to the 
Township, by presenting them with Walkerville Citizen of the Year Awards.  
 
Nominations were open in the following categories: 
 

Citizen of the Year  
To be eligible, the person must be an Australian citizen. 
 
Young Citizen of the Year 
To be eligible, the person must be at least 16 years of age, but under 30, on 26 January of the 
Awards year. 
 
Community Event of the Year 
This is presented to the person/group who has staged the most outstanding community event 
during the past year. 
 
Active Citizenship Award 
This is presented to a person or group delivering outstanding work on an event or project during 
the past year. 

 
Applications for the Walkerville Citizen of the Year Awards opened on Tuesday, 10 October 2023 
and closed on Friday, 8 December 2023.  
 
The criteria for the Awards requires that the person(s) needs to have made a noteworthy contribution 
during the current year and/or given outstanding service to the local community over a number of 
years and been an inspirational role model for the Australian community. Nominees must be  
16 years or older and be an Australian Citizen. 
 

Discussion 

The table below summarises the contributions made by the nominee in each category of the 2024 
Walkerville Citizen of the Year Awards. 
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Category Nominee  Nominee contributions 

Citizen of 
the Year 

Annie 
Hutchinson 

Annie is the President of the Friends of Walkerville Primary School 
2021-2023. 
 

She led the group to raise $73,500 for a nature playground for the 
school and has created a sense of community that extends beyond 
the school. Annie effectively led the Committee so in 2023 they 
could return to fully operational since COVID-19 restrictions. 

Young 
Citizen of 
the Year 

Eloise 
Broster 

Eloise is a 17-year-old Wilderness School student who contributes 
to her school and wider community regularly in a variety of ways. 
 

At school, Eloise regularly volunteers to help in home group, house 
sport and school community activities. She is also part of many 
other programs run through Wilderness School; RoundSquare, 
Student2Student, and Foster Care. She is a member of Media 
Team, Student Foundation and was involved in the UN Youth 
Activity Day. 
 

Eloise volunteers weekly with a young child that is non-verbal 
through the ‘Fun in the Wilderness’ program with Anglicare SA. She 
has also volunteered for the SONY Foundation Camp, caring for 
children with a disability for the long weekend, allowing their 
families to have a weekend off. 

Jessica 
Craig 

Jessica is an 18-year-old Wilderness School student who 
contributes to her school and wider community regularly in a variety 
of ways. 
 

Jessica is the Vice President of the Student Representative Council 
and works hard to create an inclusive school environment. She 
does charitable work in the form of mentoring, fundraising and 
participating. 
 

She volunteers weekly with foster care children in the ‘Fun in the 
Wilderness’ program, as well as SONY Foundation Camp caring for 
children with a disability for the long weekend, allowing their 
families to have a weekend off. 

Jessica also had a cultural experience in Ethiopia, where she 
volunteered for the Catherine Hamlin hospital. 

Claudia 
John 

Claudia is a Year 12 Wilderness School student who contributes to 
her school and wider community regularly in a variety of ways. 
 

Claudia consistently worked for several years in many community 
service activities. She has a strong focus on community 
mindedness, service orientation and respect. More specifically, she 
has volunteered with St John Ambulance Service. 
 

She was also awarded the Rex Adams Community Service Award 
from Walkerville Rotary Club. 

Community 
Event of the 
Year 

No 
nominations 

 

Active 
Citizenship 
Award 

Walkerville 
Bushcare 
Volunteers 

Over the past three decades, this group of volunteers has restored, 
regenerated and maintained many sites along the Linear Park/River 
Torrens area. The group has been operating for 30 years and 
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undertakes activities including development, infill planting, weeding, 
watering, planting native species and replacing weed species. 
 

The sites include Original Gilberton ‘Our Patch’, adjacent the Bill 
Cossey tennis court, Vale Park Wildflower Walk, Gilberton 
Woodland, Myunggidja Adjika Bush Food Garden, Gilberton Swing 
Bridge, Lansdowne Patch and Mersey Street Riverbank sites. 

SA Youth 
Guitar 
Ensemble 
(SAYGE) 

SAYGE contributes to the performing arts industry, in regards to 
music education and the classical guitar community, especially for 
the youth, bringing them together by providing them with the 
opportunity to be a part of a guitar ensemble, building confidences 
and sharing their love of music through ensemble rehearsals and 
community performances. There are members aged from 6 to 77+ 
years and they are based at the Walkerville Uniting Church. 
 
2023 SA Music Awards - Best Music Educator  
Finalist 2023 SA Community Achievement Awards - Connecting 
Communities Awards Semi Finals 

 

Up to one (1) nominee can be selected to be awarded in each category, however, it is not mandatory 
that a winner be selected for each category. 

Council Members may wish to nominate and select a recipient for Community Event of the Year at 
the Council Meeting. 

 

Financial Implications 

All costs associated with the presentation of this Award are minimal and are covered in the  
2023/24 budget. 

 

Risk Implications 

The risk associated with this report has been assessed as low. 

 

Attachments 

Attachment A – Citizen of the Year Awards Nomination Form Annie Hutchinson 

Attachment B – Citizen of the Year Awards Nomination Form Eloise Broster 

Attachment C – Citizen of the Year Awards Nomination Form Jessica Craig 

Attachment D – Citizen of the Year Awards Nomination Form Claudia John 

Attachment E – Citizen of the Year Awards Nomination Form Walkerville Bushcare Volunteers 

Attachment F – Citizen of the Year Awards Nomination Form SA Youth Guitar Ensemble (SAYGE) RELE
ASED
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Nomination Form 2024 

CITIZEN 
OF THE 
YEAR 
AWARDS

Do you know 
someone who 
makes your 
community a 
better place? 

Nominations close 
10 November 2023 

Categories 

Citizen of 

the Year 

Young Citizen 

of the Year 
Community Event 

of the Year 

This is presented to 

someone making an 

extraordinary 

contribution to the 

community and may 

recognise outstanding 

service over a 

number of years. 

To be eligible, the 
person must be an 

Australian Citizen. 

Award for Active 

Citizenship 

This is presented to 

a person or group 

delivering outstanding 
work on an event 

or project for the 

community during 
the past calendar year. 

The person or group 

need not be Australian 

Citizens. 

This is presented to 

a person or group 

who has staged the 

most outstanding 

event for their 

community. 

To be eligible, the 

person or group 

must be Australian 

Citizens. 

This is presented to a 

young emerging 

leader who is making 

a difference in their 

community. 

To be eligible, the 

person must be an 

Australian Citizen aged 

over 16 years and under 

30 years of age on 

January 26, 2023. 

ATTACHMENT B
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About the Awards 

The Citizen of the Year Awards are proudly presented by the Australia Day Council of South Australia, 

sponsored by On the Run, Sarah Constructions, MGA Insurance, Community Bridging Services and Local 

Government Association of South Australia. The Citizen of the Year Awards are administered by local 

Councils across SA. 

The Awards reward and recognise individuals and organisations who through their contributions make or 

City a better place.  These individuals and organisations offer outstanding service each day and enable 

our communities to be stronger as a result of their tireless efforts.  

Outstanding contribution and community service, above and beyond employment includes areas such as 

education, health, fundraising, charitable and voluntary services, business, sport, arts, the environment, or 

any other area that contributes to the advancement and well being of a community. 

Nominate someone who makes a real difference in your community and give them the opportunity to be 

celebrated and recognised for their important contribution. 

Procedure 

City of Prospect award recipients will be announced in the lead up to or on Australia Day.  Each 

nominee who does not receive a 2024 Citizen of the Year Award will receive a City of Prospect 

Community Service Award to be presented at our National Volunteer Week Event scheduled for 

May 2024. 

City of Prospect may forward the details of their Award recipients to the Australia Day Council of SA to 

go in the running for the State Awards, presented by the Governor of South Australia. 

For more information on the awards, including past winners visit: 

https://www.prospect.sa.gov.au/community/programs-and-initiatives/citizen-of-the-year-awards 

Please return completed form before Friday, 10 November 2023 to:

City of Prospect, PO Box 171, Prospect SA 5082 or 128 Prospect Road, Prospect or email to 

admin@propect.sa.gov.au  
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Nomination Form 2024 

Nominee (the person / organisation you would like to nominate)

Please provide as much information as possible. Additional documents may be attached providing further 
information of testimonials of achievement. 

Award Category: (please tick) 

CITIZEN x YOUNG CITIZEN COMMUNITY EVENT ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP 

Name: Eloise Broster 

Address:  

Phone:  Date of Birth:  

Email:  

Is the person being nominated an Australian citizen?     x Yes No 

Reason for nomination. 

How has the person / organisation contributed to the community? 

Eloise is a kind, caring school student who contributes to a broad range of curricular and co-
curricular activities at school and in the extended community.  She is always one of the first 
students to volunteer to assist others in a range of ways including Form (home group), House 
(Sporting teams) and School community activities including many outlined below.  She is a quiet, 
humble student who does not draw attention to herself and is often overlooked in ‘popularity’ 
nominations.  

How has the nominee demonstrated active citizenship and enhancement of community life? 

Eloise is an active member of the RoundSquare, Student2Student, and Foster Care programs 
run through Wilderness School.   
She is an active member of the Media Team, Student Foundation and was involved in the UN 
Youth Activity Day. 
Eloise demonstrates great dedication and passion for the ‘Fun in the Wilderness’ program with 
Anglicare SA run at Wilderness School on Tuesday evenings.  Eloise spends time each week 
with a young child that is nonverbal at this crucial point in his development.  Eloise is kind and 
supportive of this child and patiently works with him each week with a big smile on her face.  She 
demonstrates great resilience to do her best to develop methods to communicate with him in a 
variety of ways, but also helps him to grow and develop his learning through the activities each 
Tuesday evening.  
Eloise volunteered in 2022 and again in 2023 during the October school holidays for the Sony 
Camp program run at St Peter’s College.  The Sony Camp is a unique respite programs that 
gives high school students the opportunity to take on the responsibility for the care of children 
with a disability for the long weekend, allowing their families to have a valuable weekend off. 

How has the nominee’s contribution been recognized elsewhere? 

ATTACHMENT B
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lEloise is a very committed and active supporter of the Custodians of Crawford Spyridium Project 
through involvement in the Environment Committee at Wilderness School.  (Spyridium fontis-
woodii is an endangered species that Wilderness, in conjunction with the Adelaide Botanic 
Gardens are growing to help repopulate the Coorong National Park). As part of this role, she has 
the privilege to contribute to its reintroduction back into the wild.   
To accomplish this, Eloise has taken part in lunch time gathering, seed sorting and planting, 
picking flowerheads, and trips to the Coorong to help plant the young shrubs in exclusion zones. 
Helping to repopulate the Coorong with Spyridium and other endangered species has allowed 
her to help prevent the extinction of a native plant which help stop a reduction of biodiversity in 
the Coorong National Park. 
The repopulation project holds significant importance to the broader community, given the 
alarming rate that species are becoming extinct and the self-sustaining populations of not only 
Spyridium fontis-woodii but numerous endangered species are becoming smaller and closer to 
extinction. 
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Please list any other significant contributions and / or achievements: 

Sony Camp Volunteer 2022 and 2023 October school holidays 
Active member of the RoundSquare Committee 
Active member of the Student2Student and Foster Care program 
Active member of the Media Team 
Active member of Student Foundation 
Involved in the UN Youth Activity Day 
Committed and active supporter of the Custodians of Crawford Spyridium Project through 
involvement in the Environment Committee at Wilderness School.   

Additional material may be attached: maximum five A4 pages, minimum font size 10 point. 

Nominator (your details)

Name: Caroline Palmer 

Address:  

Phone:  Email:  

I give permission for City of Prospect to submit this nomination to other recognition 
programs such as the Australian of the Year Awards. 

How did you hear about the Citizen of the Year Award?: 

Social Media 

Newsletter 

Website 

Newspaper article 

Word of mouth 

x Council (City of prospect 

x Nominated before 

Other, please specify 
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Citizen of 
the Year

This is presented to 
someone making 
an extraordinary 
contribution to the 
community and may 
recognise outstanding 
service over a  
number of years. 

To be eligible, the 
person must be an 
Australian Citizen.

Young Citizen 
of the Year

This is presented to 
a young emerging 
leader who is making 
a difference in their 
community.

To be eligible, the 
person must be an 
Australian Citizen aged 
over 16 years and under 
30 years of age on 
January 26, 2024.

Community Event 
of the Year

This is presented to  
a person or group  
who has staged the 
most outstanding  
event for their 
community. 

To be eligible, the 
person or group  
must be Australian 
Citizens.

Award for Active 
Citizenship

This is presented to 
a person or group 
delivering outstanding 
work on an event 
or project for the 
community during  
the past calendar year. 

The person or group 
need not be Australian 
Citizens.

Categories

CITIZEN
OF THE
YEAR
AWARDS

Nomination Form 2024 Do you know 
someone who 
makes your 
community a 
 better place?
Nominations close
 8 December 2023
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□ CITIZEN     □  YOUNG CITIZEN     □  COMMUNITY EVENT     □  ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP

Name:

Address:

Phone: Date of Birth:

Email:

Council:

If you are unsure of the Nominee’s Council, go to https://www.lga.sa.gov.au/sa-councils/councils-listing 
and enter their address in the search field of Find My Council by Location

Is the person being nominated an Australian citizen?     □  YES     □  NO

Reason for nomination

How has the person/organisation �contributed to the community?

Nomination Form 2024

Nomination Form 2024
The Citizen of the Year Awards are proudly presented by the Australia Day Council of South Australia, Town of 
Walkerville and Local Government Association of South Australia.

The Awards acknowledge the unsung heroes of our community who through their contributions make our state a 
better place. These individuals and organisations offer outstanding service each day and enable our communities to 
be stronger as a result of their tireless efforts.

Outstanding contribution and community service includes areas such as education, health, fundraising, charitable 
and voluntary services, business, sport, arts, the environment, or any other area that contributes to the advancement 
and well being of a community.

Nominate someone who makes a real difference in your community and give them the opportunity to be celebrated 
and recognised for their important contribution.

Nominee (the person/organisation you would like to nominate) 
Please provide as much information as possible. Additional documents may be attached providing 
further information or testimonials of achievement. 

Citizen of the Year Award

South Australian Youth Guitar Ensemble (SAYGE)

N/A

Walkerville Council

SAYGE (South Australian Youth Guitar Ensemble) has been an outstanding contributor to the performing arts industry, 
in particular in regards to music education and the classical guitar community, especially for the youth, in South Australia. 
SAYGE is a not-for-profit organisation bringing young classical guitarists together by providing them with the 
opportunity to be a part of a guitar ensemble, building confidences and sharing their love of music through ensemble 
rehearsals and community performances. 
Over time SAYGE has become truly intergenerational, expanding to include an Adult ensemble and with members aged 
from 6 to 77+ years across a range of ethnicities.

n/a
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How has the nominee demonstrated active citizenship and enhancement of community life?

How has the nominee’s contribution been recognised elsewhere?

Additional material may be attached: maximum five A4 pages, minimum font size 10 point.

Referee
Please provide the contact details of a referee or attach a written reference.

Name:

Phone:

Email:

Occupation:

What is the referee’s relationship to the nominee?

What can the referee comment on?

Nomination Form 2024

SAYGE has a strong presence in major classical guitar community in events such as the Adelaide Guitar Festival’s Winter 
School where at least half of the participants are from SAYGE.
More than just music, SAYGE creates initiatives for young classical guitarists to build friendships and skills such as 
respect, teamwork and leadership, in an environment which students inspire and motivate each other through their 
mutual love of music. For some students, music through SAYGE is an outlet whilst they may be navigating through 
personal loss, and other social and mental health challenges.

More than just a not-for-profit organisation, long-time Walkerville Uniting Church tenant, SAYGE has become a 
community for classical guitarists in South Australia. For many young guitarists, they don't have as many opportunities as 
their orchestral counterparts - which is where SAYGE fills the gap. 
Students are grouped into one of three youth ensembles, based on age and playing ability, enabling them to form 
friendships with like minded musicians. SAYGE, has built strong relationships with other guitar event organisers: with the 
Adelaide Guitar Festival, where a majority of Guitar Winter School participants are from SAYGE; with the Adelaide 
Eisteddfod, where not only are many of the entrants and prize winners are SAYGE Members, SAYGE also sponsors of 
prizes. Other community events SAYGE has organised performances and partnered with, include Adelaide Fringe 
Festival, Umbrella Music Festival, The Start at the Gallery children’s program at the Art Gallery of South Australia, 
Regional School Tours and Aged Care Centres. The highlight earlier in the year was being selected as one of 5 youth acts 
for the DreamBIG Festival’s Gala concert at the Adelaide Festival Theatre.
SAYGE is the only non-profit in Australian opened to classical guitarists of ALL ages, abilities and backgrounds 

2023 SA Music Awards - Best Music Educator Finalist 
2023 SA Community Achievement Awards - Connecting Communities Awards Semi Finalist

refer to written reference/testimonials
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How did you hear about the Citizen of the Year Award?:

□ Social media
□ Newsletter
□ Website
□ Newspaper article
□ Word of mouth
□ Information in Council office
□ Nominated before

□ Other, please specify:

Find out more about the Australia Day Council of SA:

□ Yes I want to hear more about the Australia Day Council of South Australia

Procedure
Each local Council in South Australia seeks nominations in their local Council area, with the Award recipients 
announced in late January. 

Councils can forward the details of their Award recipients to the Australia Day Council of SA to go in the running 
for the State Awards, presented by the Governor of South Australia. 

Visit the website to nominate online and for more information on the Awards, including past recipients.”.

www.citizenoftheyear.com.au

Please return completed form before Friday, 8 December 2023 to: Town of 
Walkerville, 66 Walkerville Terrace, Gilberton SA 5081, or email to 
walkerville@walkerville.sa.gov.au

Nominator (your details) 
Name:

Phone: Email:

□ I give permission for the Australia Day Council of South Australia to submit this nomination to other
recognition programs such as the Australian of the Year Awards.

Nomination Form 2024

Judith Oh
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About SAYGE 
Inspired by his own Guitar Ensemble experience and desire to create the same experience for young 

classical guitarists, Andras Tuske, Hungarian Refugee, guitarist and Music Educator formed and then 

later in 2001, incorporated the South Australian Youth Guitar Ensemble (or SAYGE). 

From humble beginnings of taking 12 of his students to the Darwin International Guitar Festival, SAYGE 

has now evolved to a membership of over 50 ensemble members, across 3 different Youth Ensembles 

(Junior, Intermediate and Senior), and is now inclusive of the entire classical guitar community in South 

Australia, expanding to include an Adult Ensemble. 

SAYGE is a not-for-profit organisation with the primary objective of bringing young classical guitarists 

together with the opportunity to be in a guitar ensemble, build confidence and share their love of music 

through Ensemble rehearsals and community performances. 

To our knowledge, SAYGE is the only not-for-profit ensemble organisation in Australia open to classical 

guitarists of ALL ages, abilities and backgrounds. 

 

 

 

 

 

2001 Darwin International Guitar Festival Tour  2023 DreamBIG Festival Gala Concert –SAYGE Youth 

Ensembles 

Notable Alumni 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why SAYGE? 
The number of ensemble opportunities for classical guitar students in the schooling system is often nowhere near 

the breadth on offer for their orchestral student counterparts. This is where SAYGE fills in the gap – besides 

providing fortnightly rehearsals in a warm and nurturing environment, we create performance opportunities and 

initiatives to develop music ensemble skills and build confidence.  

Being surrounded by fellow guitarists of a similar skill level and age helps build relationships and friendships with 

other students who share the same passion for music. Together with being guided by the dedication and expertise 

of qualified Tutors, who are all accomplished musicians in their own right, this creates a supportive atmosphere, 

with students being inspired and motivated by each other.  Whilst the primary objective for SAYGE has been to 

focus on youth development, music is a lifelong journey. To this is end, Andras also created an Adult Ensemble, 

thereby being inclusive of all classical guitarists in South Australia. One of our adult ensemble members even 

travels from Port Lincoln to attend rehearsals in Adelaide! 

The hard work developed from SAYGE Tutors and Members as well as our dedicated SAYGE Committee volunteers 

has been recognised in recent nominations for music industry and community achievement awards. 

Connor Whyte 
2023 Adelaide International Classical Guitar 
Competition 
“Andras believed in me at a time when I didn’t believe 
in myself” 

 

 

Matthew Withers 

ABC Classics artist and Internationally acclaimed 

guitar performer. 

Bradley Kunda 

Berlin- based Senior Product Designer of the 

world's most popular music notation app, 

MuseScore.  

Andrey Lebedev 

London-based winner of multiple prestigious guitar 

competitions  and one of the most successful 

upcoming guitarists of this generation. 
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For the 2023 South Australian Community Achievement awards, SAYGE has been awarded as Semi-Finalists for the 

category of “Connecting Communities”.(Image below  of SA Community Service – Connecting Communities Semi-

finalist award received from the Hon Nat Cook MP, Minister for Human Services) 

In addition SAYGE was one of 5 industry voted finalists for the 2023 SA Music Awards – Best Music Educator 

https://southaustralianmusicawards.com.au/2023-finalists/ 

https://citymag.indaily.com.au/culture/sa-music-awards-2023-finalists-announced/ 

https://scenestr.com.au/music/spotlight-on-sa-youth-guitar-ensemble-20231101  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAYGE committee 
The running and administration of SAYGE is run by the SAYGE Committee which is comprised of Parent Volunteers 

and Tutor Volunteers. The Committee consists of the President, Artistic Director, Treasurer, Secretary, 

Membership Coordinator and Social Media Coordinator and covers a broad range of activities from strategic 

planning, artistic direction, graphic design of marketing materials, working with community partners, identifying 

performance opportunities and running concerts, to serving complimentary afternoon tea during rehearsals. 

Ensemble Groups 
All our performances are well attended by our 55+ SAYGE members, aged 6 to 77 representing a diverse range of 

cultural backgrounds including members from the Cambodian, Chinese, Croatian, French, Hungarian, Indian, 

Iranian, Italian, Japanese, Kenyan, Latino, Malaysian, Persian, Polish  and Syrian communities.  

Our 4 Guitar ensembles are grouped by ability and age as follows 

▪ Junior Ensemble – Beginner, AMEB Grade 1  

(usually Junior Primary school aged students) 

▪ Intermediate Ensemble – AMEB Grade 2+  

(usually Upper Primary school aged students) 

▪ Senior Ensemble – AMEB Grade 4+  

(usually Upper Primary to High School aged students) 

▪ Adult Ensemble – 18+ years, any level 

In addition, SAYGEQ, our advanced quartet consists of our most accomplished 

Senior Ensemble students. 

Andras has mentored two of our SAYGE tutors, Caleb Lavery-Brook (Artistic Director and 

Senior Ensemble Tutor) and Marcus Kha (Intermediate and Adult 

Ensemble Tutors) who commenced in SAYGE as youth ensemble students. This is 

an example of SAYGE facilitating growth and personal development 

 opportunities within the classical guitar community in Adelaide. 

When selecting new repertoire, Andras has encouraged SAYGE to have a strong focus on  

supporting Australian composers, thereby supporting the Australian Music 

Community. 
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Rehearsals 
Rehearsals are held fortnightly during school terms at Walkerville Uniting Church, to  

maximise student availability and participation. 

To provide an open and welcoming environment, SAYGE provide complimentary coffee, tea and biscuits during 

rehearsal times. In addition to parents and siblings enjoying this service, often the students (especially the younger 

Junior and Intermediate students) like to reward themselves with a treat after rehearsal. 

Fees are kept low at a rate of $10 per fortnightly rehearsal (billed per semester) plus a $10 annual membership 

fee, to ensure SAYGE is accessible to families from all socioeconomic backgrounds. All families are encouraged  to 

join by offering a 20% discount for 2 or more family members – in fact, we have a few parents who have joined 

the Adult Ensemble, whilst their child is attending the Senior Ensemble rehearsals. 

 Junior and Intermediate Ensemble students     Adult Ensemble 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Initiatives - Open concerts, Workshops, Practise Buddies 
Besides our fortnightly rehearsals and community performances, Andras has also created and endorsed other 

initiatives in SAYGE to build confidence in our members 

● Open Concerts held once a term and open to SAYGE as well as non-SAYGE members, provides the 

opportunity to practise solo or small group performances in an informal environment.  Also gives the 

Adult Ensemble more of an opportunity to perform in front of an audience. 

● Workshops and Masterclasses to further develop and enhance existing skillsets.  

● Practice Buddies - Fostering an environment that allows guitarists of all ages and skill to learn and be 

inspired by like-minded musicians, whereby senior ensemble members mentor and boost the confidence 

of younger ensemble members. 

L to R clockwise – Facebook post on Open concert, One of our Andras’ young Intermediate students performing a solo in an Open Concert, 

Marcus Kha (now Intermediate and Adult Ensemble Tutor) having a Masterclass with Matt Withers, promotional Open Concert Flyer, Matt 

Withers with Marcus, Caleb Lavery-Brook and Andras Tuske, Practice Buddy session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“The Practice Buddies 

Programme has improved 

Lara’s confidence and her 

playing greatly” 

Parent of Intermediate Ensemble 

Student 
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Performances – Connecting Communities 
Through Andras direction and connections as Artistic Director, SAYGE facilitates a range of performances for 

members to build confidence and share their love for music, partnering with a variety of communities in South 

Australia including 

▪ Guitar Community Events

▪ Adelaide Festivals

▪ Youth and Children’s Community Events

▪ Other music community organisations

▪ Local Community

▪ International Community

Guitar Community Events 
Through his artistic direction in SAYGE, Andras has also built strong relationships with other organisations to help 

promote the classical guitar, provide performance opportunities for classical guitarists and to sustain the music 

industry.  These include the Adelaide Guitar Festival, where he has been a guest tutor many times for the Guitar 

Winter School and with the Adelaide Eisteddfod, where not only does he have many students who are entrants and 

prize winners, but he has also represented SAYGE in the sponsorship of prizes. 

Andras has created a SAYGE has a significant presence and connection to the Classical Guitar Community – in 

particular with the Adelaide Guitar Festival .and the Adelaide Eisteddfod. 

Adelaide Guitar Festival Winter School - Adelaide Guitar Festival Orchestra (AGFO) 
SAYGE actively promotes the Adelaide Guitar Winter School and this year, out of 60 participants of AGFO, over half 

were SAYGE members.  

Adelaide Eisteddfod, Guitar Division 
To give back to the community, SAYGE annually sponsors 7 out of around 20 cash prizes. Often SAYGE ensemble 

members comprise a significant number of entrants as well as prize winners. For example, in 2022, 14 of the 20 

prizes awarded were won by SAYGE members. 

During COVID-19, when the Eisteddfod was cancelled, with Andras’ guidance, SAYGE ran a guitar competition in a 

similar manner, to continue to motivate the classical guitar community during this challenging period. 

Adelaide Eisteddfod Guitar Division 

competition organised by SAYGE during the 

COVID-19 period 

 and 

 2023 Adelaide Eisteddfod entrants and 

winners 

Adelaide Guitar Festival Orchestra from the Adelaide Guitar 

Festival’s Winter School, a significant majority of whom are SAYGE 

members 
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Adelaide Festivals 
SAYGE has also participated in a number of Festivals in Adelaide including the iconic DreamBIG Children’s Festival 

(Previously known as Come Out Festival), the Adelaide Fringe Festival and a number of other Music Festivals 

thereby connecting with the Youth as well as Performing Arts Communities. 

DreamBIG Children’s Festival (Gala Concert) 

▪ Oldest Children’s Festival in the world 

▪ Opening act and one of 5 Youth acts selected 

▪ 2 compositions written by SAYGE tutors  

Adelaide Guitar Festival (with Adelaide Guitar Winter School mentioned previously) 

Umbrella Music Festival 2022– SAYGE on Stage 

▪ Self –run fundraiser concert – first big performance post-COVID-19 period 

▪ Involved the local Prospect Council community by seeking donations for raffle prizes and in turn 

promoting local businesses 

▪ Raised around $450 from Ticket sales and Fundraiser Raffle 

Adelaide Fringe Festival 2019 

Great experience for young classical guitarists to be part of this iconic festival in Adelaide 

Steampunk Festival 2018 

A celebration of nineteenth-century science fiction at the National Railway Museum in Port Adelaide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DreamBIG Festival Gala Concert 2023  

and  

SAYGE on Stage, Umbrella Festival 2022 

2019 Adelaide Fringe Performance and  

2018 Steampunk Festival 
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Youth and Children’s Community events 
Being an ensemble whose primary objective is about bringing together our young classical guitar community 

together, it is a natural synergy to align ourselves with other Youth and Children’s Community events and festivals, 

such as the DreamBIG Children’s Festival and the Art Gallery of South Australia’s Youth programmes. 

DreamBIG Gala concert, Adelaide Festival Theatre 

 

 

 

 

 

Art Gallery of South Australia (AGSA) 

Start at the Gallery is an exciting introduction to art for children aged 3-12 and their families. Held on the first 
Sunday of every month, Start is a free family-fun day and includes art activities, tours, live performances and 
entertainment. Each monthly event is themed around current exhibitions or the general collection. All 4 SAYGE 
ensembles (i.e. youth as well as adult ensembles) have performed in this programme during the SALA (South 
Australian Living Artists Festival) and around Christmas time. 

Refer to the following links/media promoting the event 

https://www.agsa.sa.gov.au/whats-on/event-calendar/start-at-the-gallery-all-about-face/ 
https://www.agsa.sa.gov.au/whats-on/event-calendar/start-at-the-gallery-folklore-familiars/ 

Neo Teen Takeoever 

Held six times a year, Neo is a free after-hours event for young people aged 13-17 years. Programmed by the Neo 
Ambassadors, Neo is a parent-free zone where young people can kick back and hang out with friends, jump into 
creative labs, tune into live music and explore the latest exhibitions at AGSA. Since its beginning in 2016, Neo has 
welcomed over 8000 teens to AGSA. 

Across its annual program, Neo hosts two large-scale 'Teen Takeover' events which take place across the whole 
gallery, in addition to focused events which activate the latest temporary exhibition and collection spaces. 

SAYGEQ, our advanced quartet of high school aged students have performed in Neo Teen Takeover as part of SA 
Youth Week. 

https://www.agsa.sa.gov.au/whats-on/event-calendar/neo-teen-takeover-supersaturate/ 
https://www.agsa.sa.gov.au/whats-on/event-calendar/neo-teen-takeover-2022-may/ 

Senior Ensemble performing for Start at the Gallery, SAYGEQ performing at Neo Teen Takeover during SA Youth 

Week. 
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Other Music Collaborations 
Inspired by his own children’s musical experiences, through Andras’ Artistic direction, SAYGE has collaborated and 

performed with a number of other organisations in our music community. This ranges from the primary school 

aged Adelaide Youth Strings, to Recitals Australia and other music associations such as community orchestra, 

Norwood Symphony Orchestra. 

AdYO End of Year Concert - Adelaide Youth Strings (AYS)  

Adelaide Youth Orchestra’s (AdYO) End of Year concert at the Adelaide Town Hall. Guest Artist collaboration with 

the Adelaide Youth Strings (AYS) - Adelaide Youth Orchestra’s Youth Strings programme for primary school aged 

children. A unique experience playing in Adelaide Town Hall for 3 primary school aged Senior Ensemble students, 

who wouldn’t ordinarily be able to experience playing here as a guitarist, due to the cost of hall hire being 

prohibitive for SAYGE for this performance venue. 

Recitals Australia lunch series 

Adelaide-based non-profit organisation that presents leading performances by virtuoso musicians during 

lunchtime concerts. 

Other music associations SAYGE has also participated and partnered with include Associated Chamber Music 

Players of SA (ACMPSA) Annual Concert, Norwood Symphony Orchestra Concert, Tuesdays on Flinders lunchtime 

concert, On the Terrace and Friends of Adelaide Symphony Orchestra concert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 From L to R clockwise – AdYO End of Year concert programme 

showing SAYGE as Guest Artists, Lunch time concerts, Norwood 

Symphony Orchestra concert at Norwood Town Hall and 3 primary 

school aged Senior Ensemble guitarists performing with the Adelaide 

Youth Strings at Adelaide Town Hall. 
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Local Community 
SAYGE has also connected to local communities in a variety of ways whether it be through local councils such as 

City of Prospect’s Summer Busking and Entertainment program, multicultural festivals like the Adelaide Hills Baha’i 

Community – Celebration of the Birth of Bab, or Schools Tours with developing music programmes and in Regional 

towns as well as sharing our joy of music with our elderly community at Aged Care centres.  

City of Prospect's Summer Busking and Street Entertainment Program  

provides a platform for SAYGEQ and other local artists, musicians and entertainers to connect with Prospect 

community and showcase their talent and unique skills 

Walkerville Shopping Centre  

SAYGE Q providing Christmas Carols music for customers 

Adelaide Hills Baha’i community performance to celebrate the Birth of Bab 

Schools Tours and Aged Care Centres 

Schools roadshow visiting schools with developing music programmes in the regional towns of Victor Harbor and 

Strathalbyn, to inspire the next generation of musicians. Sharing the joy of music with our elderly community at 

Aged Care Centres such as LHI Glynde Retirement and Westbourne Park Aged Care 

 

From L to R clockwise – City of Prospect’s Summer Busking and Entertainment programme, School Tour to Tyndale 

Christian College, visit to Westbourne Park Aged Care, Certificate of appreciation from the Adelaide Hills Baha’i 

community 
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International Music Community 
This year, SAYGE participated in Making Music Day 21st June – the International Day of Music by submitting a 

video performance by our Youth Ensembles of Chicken Rag, a composition by SAYGE Tutor Marcus Kha, created 

specifically for the DreamBIG childrens festival theme of ‘Our World’. Undertaking this not only shows our 

connection to the local community but to that of the global music community as well. 

Refer to the following link https://makemusicaustralia.org.au/videos-2023/ 

Screenshots of Facebook page and video on Make Music Australia page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Festivities 
Christmas Festivities are always a highlight on the SAYGE calendar – we hold our annual End of Year Christmas 

Concert where we come together as a community, (followed by a feast), as well as annual tradition of Christmas 

Carols busking. 

Highlights of Christmas performances include the Art Gallery of South Australia’s Start at Gallery program and 

busking at the Adelaide Farmers’ markets. 

Refer to media articles written by the following “What’s On” websites on upcoming children’s events, promoting 

our busking at the Adelaide Farmer’s Markets 

▪ kidsinadelaide.com.au which also described SAYGE and encouraged readers to donate 

https://kidsinadelaide.com.au/event/christmas-at-adelaide-farmers-market/ 

▪ Play and Go https://playandgo.com.au/christmas-at-the-adelaide-showground-farmers-market/ 

Christmas Carols -  Busking at Adelaide Farmers Market, Art Gallery performance 
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Contact Us 

SAYGE thanks Walkerville City Council for considering our nomination for SA Youth Guitar Ensemble (SAYGE) for 

2024 Active Citizenship of the Year. 

For the latest updates on SAYGE activities, visit our Facebook page or YouTube channel 

https://www.facebook.com/SAYouthGuitarEnsemble/ 

https://www.youtube.com/@sayouthguitarensemble 

General enquiries enquiriessayge@gmail.com 

Author: Judith Oh, SAYGE President, saygepage@gmail.com  or judithmoh@hotmail.com 0403836651 
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SAYGE (SOUTH AUSTRALIA YOUTH GUITAR ENSEMBLE) TESTIMONIALS 

MUSIC EDUCATORS/GUITAR INDUSTRY LEADERS 
“Having directed the Adelaide Guitar Festival Orchestra ('AGFO'), since 2014, I have been very 

impressed by the quality contribution to AGFO by members of the South Australian Youth Guitar 

Ensemble program, founded by Mr Andras Tuske. Over the years since its inception, SAYGE has 

grown rapidly, now boasting 4 classical guitar ensembles – a highly significant achievement in the 

area of classical guitar community music making! An amazing contribution to music in 

South Australia!" 

Dr Paul Svoboda, Adelaide Guitar Festival Orchestra Director, Doc. Mus. Arts (Sibelius Academy of 

Music, Helsinki), B.Mus (Hons) (UQ), Dip. Teach. E.C., L.T.C.L, Director, Aurora Guitar Ensemble 
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OFFICIAL 

 

 

 

RE: Testimonial for SAYGE - Community Achievement Awards 
 
 
 
SAYGE provides an outstanding opportunity for young guitarists to develop essential ensemble skills to 
a very high standard, and regardless of ability or background. SAYGE’s leading contribution to the 
experience of making music with others – the sense of being part of something which is much more 
than the sum of its parts – has become a core component of South Australia’s guitar-playing landscape, 
and Adelaide Festival Centre is proud to work with such a professional youth music organisation. 
 
 
 
Slava Grigoryan - Artistic Director, Adelaide Guitar Festival. 
Sarah Bleby – Executive Producer, Adelaide Guitar Festival 
Georgi Paech – Creative Producer, DreamBIG Children’s Festival 
Adelaide Festival Centre. 
 

 

 

Adelaide Festival Centre, King William Road, ADELAIDE SA 5000 
M: +61 410 645 601 | P: +61 8 8216 8768 

 
I acknowledge the land I work on is the traditional land of Kaurna people and I respect their people and culture.  
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SAYGE Testimonial 

 

 

For almost a decade now, SAYGE has been an integral part of my journey in music and more. 

Throughout school, there was rarely room for the classical guitar in the orchestra and concert 

band, meaning young classical guitarists such as myself often missed out on the invaluable 

experience of playing with others. SAYGE, however, filled that gap by providing a unique 

opportunity for me and other young guitarists to come together and experience playing in an 

ensemble. 

SAYGE showed me that there was more to music and to the guitar than playing on one’s own. 

Through ensemble work, I learned to listen to and communicate with others while adapting my 

playing to what I heard and saw around me. These skills have greatly enhanced my prowess not 

only as a guitarist but as a musician in general. Furthermore, thanks to the many performance 

opportunities provided by SAYGE, I have gained much more confidence in performing both in an 

ensemble and as a soloist. I have been able to shift my focus from getting the notes right to 

expressing meaning to the audience in my music. 

Throughout my years with SAYGE, I have had the privilege of progressing first to Senior 

Ensemble leader, and now to conductor and tutor of the Intermediate and Adult Ensembles. 

This means that in addition to developing as a guitarist, I have gained valuable skills in 

leadership and tutelage. These skills have served me well as a music teacher, as well as outside 

of music in my career studying medicine. 

Finally, above all, SAYGE has been a deeply enjoyable experience. Meeting and playing with 

likeminded young guitarists has enabled me to share stories and repertoire, discover new 

techniques and form friendships over the guitar. Because of this, I continue to find joy in music 

and have maintained my passion to this day. 

In conclusion, SAYGE provides a unique and enjoyable opportunity for young classical guitarists 

like me to come together and become great musicians. Thanks to SAYGE, I have greatly 

improved my abilities as a guitarist, musician and performer. I have also gained skills as a leader 

and teacher, which have served me well in both music and in medicine. SAYGE has made such a 

positive impact on the South Australian guitar community; I believe the organisation deserves to 

win the 2024 Active Citizenship Award.” 

 

 

Marcus Kha, SAYGE Intermediate and Adult Ensemble Tutor,  

Adelaide University Medical Orchestra Co-Chair and conductor,  

Prize-winning composer of The Australian Society of Music Education’s (ASME’s) Young 

Composer Awards and Artology’s National Fanfare competition
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SAYGE (SOUTH AUSTRALIA YOUTH GUITAR ENSEMBLE) TESTIMONIALS (cont.) 
 

PARENTS 
 

“We very much appreciate the great relationship and culture that SAYGE has created for the SA 

Youth Guitar Community.  

The welcoming atmosphere and the creative approach in bringing the youth guitarists together is 

evident at the many wonderful performances our daughter has been privileged to be a part of.  

Lara has also been given the opportunity to have fortnightly one on one lessons with a more senior 

player, Aimee in the Practice Buddies program. This assistance and team work has improved Lara’s 

confidence and her playing greatly.  

SAYGE takes the time to coach all their guitarists as a group and individually as required which 

further helps them to achieve their goal for performing great music together.  

We also very much appreciate how SAYGE assisted us with a recommendation for our daughter Lara 

Hagoort to be considered for a scholarship application, the group practice and performances has 

been key to getting Lara to the level that she is today.  

We highly recommend SAYGE to for consideration for all youth guitarists.”  

Tony and Ting Hagoort Family, (parents of Intermediate Ensemble student) 

 

“Bryan Kang thoroughly enjoys SAYGE and it is great to see how he has matured and improved since 

joining the junior group. There is a strong sense of community and inclusiveness, regardless of 

background, age or level of playing, all bonded with a strong passion and interest in guitar. 

Collaboration amongst members are outstanding, including volunteers.  

Bryan has learnt a great deal in SAYGE, not only in guitar playing but also other skills like teamwork, 

responsibility, emulating great leadership etc. He enjoys regular SAYGE sessions, not to mention 

fostering some lifelong strong friendships. Through SAYGE he has certainly improved his confidence 

on stage, performing in Pembroke's own guitar ensemble as one of the leaders. Although he did not 

apply for scholarship, some of the life skills learnt at SAYGE could be points to consider in future 

interviews.” 

The strong sense of community within SAYGE also flows through many community events as they 

share their proud musicianship, such as Christmas Carols and DreamBIG Festival, raising SAYGE 

profile and allowing members to contribute to the community. Recent participation in 

MAKEMUSICDAY showcased our international commitment. SAYGE is a well and truly worthy of the 

community award.” 

Porhan Kang (parent of Senior Ensemble student) 

 

"SAYGE has provided our child with amazing opportunities to connect with other young classical 

guitarists, develop his musical skills, learn from highly skilled teachers and mentors, and participate 

in community events as a performer and observer. We are grateful for the volunteers who make 

SAYGE possible. Without SAYGE, our child would not be connected to a whole community of 

classical guitarists" 

Josephine Leombruno (parent of Intermediate Ensemble student)  
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STUDENTS 
 

“Over the last seven years, SAYGE has offered me a multitude of benefits that go beyond individual 

musical growth, allowing me the opportunity to play and connect with like-minded individuals. 

While guitar ensemble music is not yet a ‘mainstream’ form of music, like orchestral or chamber, 

SAYGE has made considerable headway in pushing the form into the light, spreading both the 

instrument and classical music as a whole in Adelaide. 

One of the most valuable aspects of being part of SAYGE is the sense of friendship and teamwork. As 

the guitar is generally a solo instrument, I had not experienced working as an ensemble before 

joining SAYGE. And since joining, I have not only been able to improve my skills in ensemble playing, 

but also my own solo works, as I have since gained a new perspective on polyphonic music. 

Furthermore, the friendships that we have made have truly shaped the group, creating a supportive 

and encouraging environment where we can motivate each other to excel. 

Overall, SAYGE has become the beating heart of the classical guitar community of South Australia, 

connecting like-minded individuals of all ages together to not only perform in ensembles together, 

but also spread awareness for events and competitions happening throughout. I have gained so 

many opportunities through SAYGE, from being able to meet legends of the international guitar 

world like Slava Grigoryan, to performing on the festival theatre stage” 

Giulio Mucci, Senior Ensemble Leader, SAYGEQ leader, 2023 Adelaide Eisteddfod Guitar Division 

Classical Guitar Solo – 17 years and under First Prize winner as well as Open Age First Prize Winner, 

Adelaide Guitar Festival Orchestra Soloist 2023, Christian Brothers’ College Music Captain 
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“Before joining South Australian Youth Guitar Ensemble (SAYGE), my connection to the guitar and 

the guitar community of South Australia was limited to that of the people who participated in an 

ensemble at my school. This changed when I decided to become a member of SAYGE. SAYGE has 

helped me connect with the guitar community of South Australia through the fortnightly ensemble 

practices and affiliation of the tutors with events such as the Adelaide Guitar Festival.  

From day one, SAYGE helped me improve my ensemble playing skills within a warm and nurturing 

environment, surrounded by fellow guitarists who shared the same passion for music. The 

relationships among the students, along with the expertise and dedication of the instructors, 

created an atmosphere that was comfortable and made me look forward to going to practice.  

One of the most significant benefits of being part of the guitar school was the increased difficulty of 

the pieces. Unlike previous ensembles, SAYGE challenged me but was not overwhelming. I 

appreciated the gradual progression, which allowed me to build a strong foundation before 

specialising in the bass. Each lesson seamlessly built upon the previous ones, and I felt a sense of 

accomplishment as I mastered new skills and felt a great sense of progression.  

The guidance from the experienced instructors was invaluable. They were not only talented 

musicians themselves but also excellent teachers who knew how to convey their knowledge 

effectively. Whenever I encountered challenges or had questions, they were patient and supportive. 

SAYGE also exposed me to various musical styles and genres. This exposure to different musical 

styles broadened my musical horizons and my understanding of music. This diversity kept the 

learning process engaging and helped me become a more versatile and well-rounded guitarist.  

In addition to regular lessons, SAYGE organized workshops and performances. These events 

provided opportunities to interact with other students and perform in front of an audience. 

Although nerve-wracking initially, these experiences boosted my confidence and stage presence, 

honing my performance skills and making me a more confident guitarist.  

Perhaps the most gratifying aspect of being a member of SAYGE is the sense of community. I found 

friends who shared my passion for music, and we often collaborated, practiced` together, and 

supported each other's progress. It's incredible how the support and encouragement from like-

minded individuals elevates your motivation and causes improvement.” 

Aaron Crasto, SAYGE Senior Ensemble Lead Bass Guitarist, Adelaide Guitar Festival Orchestra Bass 

Soloist 2023, Christian Brothers’ College Music Scholarship recipient. 
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