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The W: Family Fun Day  
On Sunday, 1 March 2026, Town of Walkerville celebrated the 
official opening of The W: Walkerville Recreation Centre with an 
action-packed Family Fun Day event. 

This event provided the 
community with the 
opportunity to visit and enjoy 
all the new recreation centre 
has to offer. 

The W: Walkerville 
Recreation Centre was 
opened by Town of 
Walkerville Mayor, Melissa 
Jones; the Hon Peter 
Malinauskas MP, Premier of 
South Australia, and the Hon Lucy Hood MP, State Member for Adelaide. 

Mayor Jones said during the opening speeches, "We are truly proud of what has been 
achieved, and are grateful that [our community] made our vision a reality, because in 
this Township, community is at the centre of everything we do.” 

Also in attendance at the celebration 
was Federal Member for Adelaide, 
Steve Georganas MP; Minister for 
Recreation, Sport and Racing of 
South Australia, the Hon Rhiannon 
Pearce MP; Member for Torrens, 
Dana Wortley MP; Candidate for 
Torrens, Meagan Spencer; 
Walkerville Deputy Mayor Steven 
Rypp, and Walkerville Councillors - 
Jay Allanson, Liz Trotter, Aman Kaur and John Zeppel. 

To read more or to see more photos, click here. 

https://www.walkerville.sa.gov.au/community/latest-news/2026/the-w-family-fun-day
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Council secures future of Walkerville Sports 
Club redevelopment 
Town of Walkerville is pleased to have received an election funding 
commitment of $4 million for the redevelopment of the Walkerville 
Sports Club from Liberal candidate for Adelaide, Julian Amato, 
and an elected Hurn Liberal Government. 

This funding will match Council’s own commitment of $4 million in funding to 
redevelop the clubrooms at Walkerville Oval. 

A revitalised Sports Club will help alleviate the growing strain on our local sporting 
clubs – across football, cricket, softball and netball – which are struggling to keep up 
with the growing demand for sporting opportunities for female and junior players. 

Mayor Melissa Jones said Council welcomed the election commitment from Julian 
Amato and from an elected Hurn Liberal Government, which would help progress the 
Walkerville Sports Club redevelopment. 

“The Walkerville Sports Club has long required an upgrade to meet the needs of our 
community. With several major projects in the surrounding area now complete, this 
investment will also bring the Sports Club in line with the high standard of facilities 
delivered for the Walkerville Bowling & Community Club and The W: Walkerville 
Recreation Centre,” Mayor Jones said. 

“Council recognises that Walkerville is a growing sporting community, and with that 
growth comes increasing demand for improved facilities, particularly to support the 
rising number of female and junior participants in sport.  

“A new building will ensure these participants, along with the broader community, have 
access to a modern facility that supports health, wellbeing and participation. 

“The redevelopment of the Walkerville Sports Club represents an important step 
toward completing Council’s sport and recreation hub in the heart of the Township, 
further enhancing quality of life for individuals and families in Walkerville and beyond.” 
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A brand-new, purpose-built Walkerville Sports Club is planned to include clubrooms, 
four AFL-compliant unisex changerooms and umpire rooms, bar and function room, 
canteen, modern storage facilities, improved carparking and accessible facilities. 

Julian Amato, Liberal candidate for Adelaide, said that investing in sport and 
recreational facilities is an important focus for an elected Hurn Liberal Government at 
the next election. 

“I am delighted to announce that if a Hurn Liberal Government is elected at the 
upcoming State Election on 21 March, we'll be investing $4 million into delivering a 
brand new, purpose-built facility. 

“I want to thank the Walkerville Council for its collaboration on this proposed project 
and am pleased that it will be matching our investment into the club to provide an 
upgrade to ageing club rooms, female-friendly, compliant AFL change rooms, modern 
storage facilities, a bar and function room and better accessibility for all community 
members to enjoy.” 

This 
announcement 
follows a funding 
commitment 
from Member for 
Adelaide, the 
Hon Lucy Hood 
MP, and a re-
elected 
Malinauskas 
Labor 
Government, 
who also 
committed $4 
million towards a 
redevelopment 
of the Walkerville Sports Club. 
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Upgrade set for VPPS student crossing 
Council has welcomed an election funding commitment from 
Meagan Spencer, Labor candidate for Torrens, and a re-elected 
government led by Peter Malinauskas to invest $100,000 toward 
converting the existing crossing at Vale Park Primary into a 
flashing lights crossing. 

This contribution, which 
would match Council’s 
funding, would deliver a 
$200,000 safety 
improvement for school 
children crossing Tonkin 
Street in Vale Park. 

Council has been working 
with Vale Park Primary 
School to implement 
important road and traffic 
improvements around the 
school, helping ensure 
students, road users and 
the wider community can travel through Vale Park safely. 

This announcement follows another 
election funding commitment from 
Meagan Spencer and a re-elected 
Malinauskas Labor Government to provide 
a $400,000 grant to redevelop Levi Oval in 
Vale Park. 

Matching Council’s own funding 
commitment to the project, it will allow for 
a $800,000 redevelopment of the underutilised second oval in the Township. 
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Library Board visits Walkerville 
On Tuesday, the State Library of South Australia Board visited the 
Walkerville Library as part of its recent Board Tour. 

The last time the board visited the Town of Walkerville was in 2021, and members were 
pleased to see how well-kept the Library was five years later. 

Board members were able to learn more about our little local library, the programs it 
has implemented and gain a stronger understanding of the communities it serves. 

Youth Parliament 2026  
The YMCA Youth Parliament of South 
Australia applications are closing soon, 
with an extended deadline of 13 March 
2026.  

The YMCA Youth Parliament of South Australia is a non-
partisan program aimed at amplifying and empowering 
the voices of young people.  

If you are interested in applying, click here. 

https://form.jotform.com/252120809534856
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Your Art, Our Walls exhibit --- The Crafty Brum 
The first artist exhibiting their work through Council’s Your Art, 
Our Walls initiative – The Crafty Brum – is now up for display in the 
Theresa Walker Gallery. 

Kate Jones from The Crafty 
Brum is a South Australian 
artist who spent almost a 
decade living in Birmingham, 
England (otherwise known as 
Brum). She established 
herself there as a visual artist, 
exhibiting and selling her 
work. 

She used her work to connect 
with the city and express all 
that she loved about it. Since moving back to South Australia, she has been re-
exploring her connection with home. 

Her work is heavily influenced by her life, where she lives and how these places and 
experiences have moulded her. 

Kate’s work combines architecture and nature, celebrating their stark contrasts, and 
is forever developing, from illustrative work, lino printing, collage, watercolour and, 
now, acrylic medium. 

Kate from The Crafty Brum will be exhibiting at the Theresa Walker Gallery until 
29 May 2026. 

Are you looking to showcase your work and take your artistic practice to the next level 
in 2026? 

The Town of Walkerville invites artists to submit an Expression of Interest (EOI) for 
upcoming exhibition opportunities at the Theresa Walker Gallery, located within the 
Civic & Community Centre. To learn more or to put in an application, click here. 

https://yoursay.walkerville.sa.gov.au/expression-of-interest-gallery-exhibition
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Draft Disability Access & Inclusion Plan 
consultation 
The Town of Walkerville has created a draft Disability Access & 
Inclusion Plan for 2026-2030. 

This plan aims to improve disability access and inclusion within the Township, and 
ensure people with disability - of all ages and abilities - have the opportunity to live 
active, connected and fulfilling lives in Walkerville. 

In the plan, it outlines areas of focus and actions for Council to undertake in the 
Township to meet the needs and expectations of our community. These areas of focus 
cover: 

• inclusive environments and communities; 

• education and employment; 

• personal and community safety; and 

• safety, rights and justice. 

Council wants to get feedback on the draft Disability Access & Inclusion Plan to ensure 
it is appropriately meeting the needs of our community, as well as understand if 
anything is missing from the draft Plan that Council should consider. 

The consultation on the draft Disability Access & Inclusion Plan 2026-2030 will 
close at 5pm on Friday, 27 March 2026. 

For more information or to undertake the online survey, head to Your Say Walkerville. 

Or pick up a hard copy survey from the Civic & Community Centre or from The W: 
Walkerville Recreation Centre. 

Council wants to ensure that everyone is able to participate in this consultation on the 
draft Disability Access & Inclusion Plan. If you have another preference for being 
engaged, please let us know by contacting 8342 7100. Council will meet with all who 
request an alternative feedback option. 

https://yoursay.walkerville.sa.gov.au/draft-daip
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Grow It Local Seed Service is back! 
Town of Walkerville has teamed up with Grow It Local to get local 
residents growing for free through the autumn Seed Service!  

This autumn, you could be 
learning to grow food at 
home, guided by some of 
Australia’s favourite 
gardeners, including Paul 
West, the Co-Founder of 
Grow It Local; Yen Nguyen 
from First True Leaves; and 
Michael from Gardening 
With Michael. 

The seeds on offer are 
Rainbow Chard, Broccoli 
Spigariello and Parsley. 

As well as free seeds sent 
to your door, a series of 
‘Learn to Grow’ videos 
featuring Paul, Yen and 
Michael will guide you through the growing process.  

Grow delicious heirloom varieties and get free advice to overcome any problems in 
your patch via the Grow It Local ‘Ask An Expert’ service.  

Plus, you’ll be able to register for live workshops with gardening experts. 

To be eligible for this round of seed service, you need to be from the Town of Walkerville 
area and sign up as a new member to Grow It Local.  

The autumn Seed Service is now open for registration and will close on 
21 March 2026. 

To register for the free seed service, click here.  

https://growitlocal.com/free-seed-service
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Let’s reminisce: McBride Hospital 
Hawker’s mansion in Briar Avenue, Medindie, ‘The Briars’, was set 
up in 1914 as a maternity hospital run by the Salvation Army. It was 
named McBride’s after the man who donated the money for its 
purchase.  

McBride’s played an important part in training 
obstetric nursing. The honorary medical officer 
from 1914 to 1940 was Adelaide medical graduate, 
Dr Phoebe Chapple. There was one other 
maternity training hospital, established in around 
this time in Rose Park called the Queen’s Home (which became Queen Victoria 
Hospital), which only admitted married women. Ultimately, there was a move to 
improve the care of premature babies and reduce the mortality rate for mother and 
child. Through the training of midwifery nurses, other hospitals opened up maternity 
wards. McBride’s pioneered some aspects of care and child adoption procedures.  

At McBride’s, unwed mothers were housed downstairs and married women were 
accommodated upstairs. In those days, women were confined for much longer, up to 
six weeks after the birth of their child. The unwed mothers worked in the laundry to 
help cover the cost of their stay, which was about three to six months. During that time, 
they learnt how to care for their baby. In most cases though, the babies were adopted. 

By the 1970s, things changed. There were less unwed mothers seeking help and more 
hospitals with maternity wards. With the introduction of welfare for single mothers and 
measures to liberalise the law relating to abortion, meant that the need for adoptions 
eventually dwindled.  

McBride’s ceased to operate exclusively as a maternity hospital in 1975 and became a 
convalescent hospital. The hostel for single mothers closed in 1983, and the 
convalescent hospital closed in 1986. McBride’s, with its 30 rooms, was put up for sale. 

This throwback is part of Town of Walkerville’s monthly history series, touching on 
iconic and famous moments, people and places in Walkerville history. The history of 
the McBride’s Hospital was researched and collected by local historian, Lyn O’Grady. 
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Sports Round Up 
Walkerville Bowling Club karaoke 
and cocktails 

Head down to the Walkerville Bowling Club 
tonight (6 March 2026) for a karaoke and cocktail 
night. 

Enjoy an early happy hour and burgers by Alan 
Murphy, followed by karaoke into the night. 

Whether you’re a shower singer, a seasoned 
performer, or just here for the good vibes, this is 
your chance to let loose! 

Select your best songs or pick a ballad with a 
friend and head down to the Walkerville Bowling 
& Community Club for a night of song and 
laughter. 

Walkerville Cricket Club 

Men’s A Grade: 
12.20pm, Saturday, 7 March 2026 – Round 10 against Goodwood at Walkerville Oval. 
Men’s B Grade:  
12.20pm, Saturday, 14 March 2026 – Round 11 against Prince Alfred Old Collegians at 
Walkerville Oval. 
Girl’s U18 Grade wins Grand Final: 

Walkerville Cricket Club’s U18 Girls team won their Grand Final in the Strikers Girls 
Cricket League at Adelaide Oval, defeating Morphettville Park by 60 runs, posting 6/138 
and bowling out Morphettville Park 8/78. 

For the Walkerville U18 Girls team, this is a back-to-back win for the squad. 
Additionally, player Phoebe Taylor was awarded best on ground - scoring 40 off 22, 
opening the batting, and bowled figures of 1/21 off 3 overs.  
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Walkerville Junior Football Club 

Twenty-four young players from the Walkerville Junior Football Club were selected for 
the SANFL U18 Girls and U14 Boys competitions, which kicked off this week with North 
playing South and Norwood playing the Eagles. 

Walkerville Football Club 

The Walkerville Football Club is hosting a 125th Anniversary Gala Dinner to celebrate 
125 years of the Club. This special night will bring together past and present players, 
officials, supporters and friends to honour its history, share stories and celebrate the 
Club. 

6.30pm – 11.30pm on Saturday, 21 March 2026, at the Ian McLachlan Room at Adelaide 
Oval. Tickets are $160 per person or $1,500 for a table of ten. To book a ticket or to find 
out more information, click here. 

Walkerville Netball Club 

The Premier League Reserves team from the Walkerville Netball Club will be kicking 
off their season in March, with the Premier League squad starting up in April. 

To see all fixtures for the Premier and Reserve teams for the Walkerville Netball Club, 
click here. 

Food Waste Action Week --- 9-15 March 2026 
Save money and protect the planet by making your food go further! 

You can:  

• use leftovers creatively; 

• plan meals and buy only what you need; 

• store food properly to last longer; or  

• compost scraps via your green bin. 

Let’s keep food out of landfill and cut 17.5 million tonnes of greenhouse gases in 
Australia! 

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1515131
https://www.playhq.com/netball-australia/org/walkerville/a83c7a81/the-hospital-research-foundation-premier-league-2026/teams/walkerville/02fa4ed5
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Illegal dumping in the Township 
Council’s Community Safety Team has received 12 reports of 
illegal dumping in the Township in January, highlighting a growing 
issue within the community. 

Illegal dumping not 
only harms our 
environment and 
diminishes 
community 
aesthetics but also 
presents health and 
safety risks.  

Under the Local 
Nuisance Provision 
2016 in South 
Australia, illegal 
dumping is classified 
as a nuisance offence, which can bring fines of up to $1,000 for individuals or higher 
penalties for repeat offenders or corporate entities. 

To help mitigate this issue and promote responsible waste disposal, Council 
recommends residents do the right thing when getting rid of their waste, including: 

• use authorised waste disposal facilities and services, such as booking 
with East Waste for hard waste collections; 

• recycle properly and reduce general waste; 

• report suspected illegal dumping promptly to the Council; and 

• be aware of the penalties associated with illegal dumping, including 
fines and expiation notices. 

To report illegal dumping, contact Council on 8342 7100. 
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2026 Volunteer of the Year Award nominations  
Town of Walkerville is now accepting nominations for the 2026 
Volunteer of the Year Awards. 

Council encourages people to 
nominate a volunteer in our 
community by putting their name 
forward for an individual or local 
community event in the 2026 
Volunteer Awards. 

There are three volunteer award 
categories, plus a Mayor’s Choice 
Award category – with a recipient 
selected from the pool of 
nominations by Council 
Members. The categories are: 

Category 1: Volunteer of the Year 

For exceptional voluntary service by an individual who has benefited the Town of 
Walkerville. This award is only for people aged over 35 years.  

Category 2: Young Volunteer of the Year 

For exceptional voluntary service by an individual who has benefited the Town of 
Walkerville. This award is only for people aged 35 years or under. 

Category 3: Community Event of the Year (this can be in-person or virtual) 

For a local event held between February 2025 and February 2026 that demonstrated a 
strong local community focus and volunteering element. Organisations can nominate 
their own events for the Community Event of the Year Award. 

Nominations are now open, and will close at 5pm on Tuesday, 7 April 2026. 

If you are interested in nominating a deserving person, click here. 

https://www.walkerville.sa.gov.au/community/awards/volunteerawards
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Future of South Australia’s libraries depends on 
updated funding deal 
State Government funding for 
public libraries in South 
Australia is falling short of 
what’s needed to maintain 
existing service levels and 
staffing, placing further 
pressure on one of the State’s 
most heavily used and trusted 
institutions. 

Ahead of the March State Election, the 
Local Government Association is urging 
the next State Government to commit to a 
funding model that recognises the 
increased public demand, rising operating 
costs and the expanded role public libraries are facing in communities. 

This includes adding annual indexation as part of a new public libraries funding 
agreement that will ensure existing programs, staffing and other key services remain 
sustainable in the future. 

Under the current agreement, which must be renegotiated, the State Government’s 
annual contribution of $20.7 million toward public libraries has dropped to $20.1 
million. 

LGA is calling to increase funding and include indexation in a new agreement, worth 
close to $3 million over the next two years, based on average CPI figures. 

Town of Walkerville is asking you to show your support for public library funding by 
contacting your local State MP, the Honourable Lucy Hood, to let her know why you 
value the Walkerville Library and want the State Government to continue funding public 
libraries. 

https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/the-team/lucy-hood
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     English Support Assistance 
  



 

   Weekly Round Up 
6 March 2026 20 

Safer Suburbs Grant Program 
Helping residents and businesses feel safer at home and at work, 
the Town of Walkerville’s Safer Suburbs Grant Program offers 
eligible applicants funding support for the installation of safety 
cameras. 
The program reflects Council’s commitment to 
fostering safe, resilient and connected communities, 
and directly supports the delivery of the Strategic 10-
year Plan – TOWards2035. 

This Policy applies to eligible applicants, including 
residents, local businesses, not-for-profit 
organisations, community groups and volunteer-
based entities operating within the Township. 

To be eligible for a Safer Suburbs Grant, applicants must be: 

• a Town of Walkerville ratepayer living in the Council area; 

• a resident living within the Town of Walkerville area (must provide 
written approval from property owner or landlord for installation of 
equipment); 

• a not-for-profit organisation or community group based in the Town of 
Walkerville; or 

• a local business operating within the Town of Walkerville that has an 
Australian Business Number, has current public liability insurance and, 
where relevant, have landlord and/or development approvals. 

Funding will be provided towards the purchase of security camera/s, including CCTV 
installation and home security doorbells. 

Residential applicants are eligible for a grant of up to $100 per application, priority 
residents may be eligible for up to $200 per application, and businesses and not-for-
profit/community groups are eligible for a grant of up to $500 per application. 

For more information regarding the Safer Suburbs Grant Program, including the 
relevant Policy, and how to apply, click here. 

https://www.walkerville.sa.gov.au/community/safer-suburbs-grant-program
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Pleasant Sunday Afternoon Concert 
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Adelaide Fringe @ Walkerville Town Hall 

 

To book any Fringe events hosted in the Town of Walkerville, head to: 
adelaidefringe.com.au/fringe-lists/town-of-walkerville 

K-Pop Dance Revolution             

Saturday, 7 March 2026                       |                      Saturday, 14 March 2026                 

Session 1: 12pm | Session 2: 1.15pm                  Session 1: 12pm | Session 2: 1.15pm 

Walkerville Town Hall  |  $25 per person, per session + fee  |  For all ages 

All Roads Lead to Bowie         

Sunday, 8 March 2026 - 2pm–2.45pm  |   Thursday, 12 March 2026 - 6pm–6.45pm  

Walkerville Town Hall   |   $10 per person + fee  |   Suitable for ages 15+    

Adelaide Male Voice Choir (AMVC) – Songs For All Seasons 

Sunday, 15 March 2026 - 2pm-3pm   

Walkerville Town Hall  |  $30 per person + fee  |   Suitable for ages 15+                                     

https://adelaidefringe.com.au/fringe-lists/town-of-walkerville
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Cultivate 
 

 

 
Yoga | Walkerville 

Immerse yourself in this gentle yoga class that 
weaves together mindful movement, 
breathwork and calming intentions. Using a 
blend of floor-based and standing poses 
suitable for all levels. Please bring your own 
mat. 

Every Tuesday evening during school terms.  
6pm-7pm, Walkerville Town Hall. $5 per 
person, suitable for adults. Bookings: Click 
here or call 8342 7100. 

Stroke education session 

The stroke education session will provide 
information to improve stroke awareness. 
The session will include information on 
understanding the types of strokes, risk 
factors and prevention, how to respond 
quickly and information on community 
services available. 

10am-11am, Tuesday, 31 March 2026, at 
the Walkerville Civic & Community Centre. 
Free, suitable for adults. Bookings: Click 
here or call 8342 7100. 

 

https://events.humanitix.com/walkervilleyoga
https://events.humanitix.com/walkervilleyoga
https://events.humanitix.com/stroke-awareness
https://events.humanitix.com/stroke-awareness
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Wiggle, Giggle, Bubbles 

Come along to Wiggle, Giggle, Bubbles! With 
songs and rhymes, lots of smiles, bubbles and 
special times! Wiggle, Giggle, Bubbles is a 
weekly interactive session focused on the first 
three years of development.  

Every Monday morning.  10am-10.30am at the  
Walkerville Town Hall. Free to attend. 
*Excluding School and Public Holidays. 
Suitable for children 4+. Children must be 
supervised by an adult at all times. Bookings: 
Click here or call 8342 7100. 

Easter Craft 

Hop into the Easter spirit with some 
hands-on craft! Let little ones bring to 
life their own bunny masks in this 
creative and playful Easter session. 

10am-10.30am, Wednesday, 1 April 
2026, at the Walkerville Town Hall. 
Free, suitable for children 3+. Bookings: 
Click here or call 8342 7100. 

 
 

https://events.humanitix.com/wiggle-giggle-bubbles
https://events.humanitix.com/easter-craft
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Street sweeping helps keep the Township clean 
Our street sweeping programs are seasonally adjusted to 
effectively manage the level of risk relating to street tree litter. 

While we make every effort to keep our streets clean year-round, you can help out by 
doing the following: 

• avoid sweeping leaves or clippings onto the road; and 

• do not park caravans, trailers or boats on the road for extended periods. 

 

Main Roads Gilberton/Medindie Walkerville Vale Park 

 11/3/2026 19/3/2026 25/3/2026 

1/4/2026 8/4/2026 16/4/2026 22/4/2026 

29/4/2026 6/5/2026 14/5/2026 20/5/2026 

27/5/2026 3/6/2026 11/6/2026 17/6/2026 

24/6/2026 1/7/2026 9/7/2026 15/7/2026 

6/8/2026 12/8/2026 19/8/2026 26/8/2026 

3/9/2026 9/9/2026 16/9/2026 23/9/2026 
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Council meetings  
The next Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held on Monday,  
16 March 2026.  

All community members are welcome to attend the gallery and ask questions of 
Council Members during meetings, without prior notice. 

For further information or to email a question in advance, please contact Council’s 
Governance Team via governance@walkerville.sa.gov.au 

Council meetings are held at the Civic & Community Centre, 66 Walkerville Terrace, 
Gilberton. 

mailto:governance@walkerville.sa.gov.au
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Sign up to the Town of Walkerville e-news 
Do you want to stay connected with news, information and events 
in the Town of Walkerville? 

Sign up to the Town of Walkerville e-news today! 

The e-news is a weekly newsletter that provides you with all you need to know about 
what is happening in and around the Township. 

It is also an important avenue for you to keep up to date with Council projects and 
initiatives.  

For instance, Council regularly provides updates on major projects, like The W: 
Walkerville Recreation Centre or the Walkerville Bowling & Community Club, in the e-
news. 

To subscribe, click here: www.walkerville.sa.gov.au/subscribe  

 

http://www.walkerville.sa.gov.au/subscribe

