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Confidential Report Item Number 17.3 

Walkerville Citizen of the Year Awards 

Report Date: 16 December 2024 

Reporting Officer: Programs & Events Coordinator, Adriane Dade 

Responsible Manager: Group Manager Public Relations, Sarah Spencer 

Previous Reference: Nil 

  

Report Purpose 

The purpose of this report is for Council Members to consider the nominations received as part of 
the Town of Walkerville’s 2025 Citizen of the Year Awards and to determine the award recipients. 

 

Officer Recommendation (Public) 

Pursuant to section 90(2) and 90(3)(o) 

Pursuant to section 90(2) of the Local Government Act 1999 (the Act), the Council orders that all 
members of the public, except Council’s Acting Chief Executive Officer, Muhammad Jawad; Acting 
Group Manager Public Relations, Lisa Cuculowskyj; Group Manager Assets & Infrastructure, 
James Kelly; Team Leader People, Governance & Risk, Jim Dickens; and Governance Officer 
Yazmin King, be excluded from attendance at the meeting for Agenda Item 17.3 Walkerville Citizen 
of the Year Awards. 

The Council is satisfied that, pursuant to section 90(3)(o) of the Act, the information to be received, 
discussed or considered is in confidence as the information in relation to this agenda item includes 
information relating to a proposed award recipient before the presentation of the award, being 
information relating to a proposed recipient of the Walkerville Citizen of the Year awards. 

Accordingly, on this basis, the Council is satisfied that the principle that meetings of the Council 

should be conducted in a place open to the public has been outweighed by the need to keep the 

information or matter confidential. 

Officer Recommendation (Confidential) 

1. That Council, having considered the nominations received for the 2025 Walkerville 
Citizen of the Year Awards, determines to award: 
 
__________________ for the Citizen of the Year. 
 
__________________ for the Young Citizen of the Year. 
 
__________________ for the Community Event of the Year. 
 
__________________ for the Active Citizenship Award. 
 

2. That Council further requests that Administration forward the name of the successful 
candidates to the Australia Day Council for consideration for the State Awards. 
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Background 

Administration has received six (6) nominations for the Walkerville Citizen of the Year Awards.  
 
Raymond Dohnt has been nominated for the Citizen of the Year for his work with the Walkerville 
Bridge Club. Gregory Brian Crawford AM has been nominated for the Citizen of the Year for his 
contributions in the medical field, particularly in mental health and palliative care. Thisagi Jayasekara 
and Indya Dodd have individually been nominated for the Young Citizen of the Year. Thisagi for her 
involvement and contribution through school committees and groups, and Indya primarily for her 
volunteering with St John Ambulance. Walkerville Energy & Environment Forum has been nominated 
for Community Event of the Year, the event brought together government, community groups and 
individuals to spotlight the environment. Walkerville Knitting Group has been nominated for 
Community Event of the Year, for their knitted, crocheted and sewn donations. No nominations have 
been received for the Active Citizenship Award category. 
 
As part of Council’s community event held on Australia Day, Council takes the opportunity to 
recognise a member(s) of the community who have made an outstanding contribution to the 
Township, by presenting them with Walkerville Citizen of the Year Awards.  
 
Nominations were open in the following categories: 
 

Citizen of the Year  
To be eligible, the person must be an Australian citizen. 
 
Young Citizen of the Year 
To be eligible, the person must be at least 16 years of age, but under 30, on 26 January of the 
Awards year. 
 
Community Event of the Year 
This is presented to the person/group who has staged the most outstanding community event 
during the past year. 
 
Active Citizenship Award 
This is presented to a person or group delivering outstanding work on an event or project during 
the past year. 

 
Applications for the Walkerville Citizen of the Year Awards closed on Friday, 29 November 2024.  
 
The criteria for the Awards require that the person(s) needs to have made a noteworthy contribution 
during the current year and/or given outstanding service to the local community over a number of 
years and been an inspirational role model for the Australian community. Nominees must be  
16 years or older and be an Australian Citizen. 
 

Discussion 

The table below summarises the contributions made by the nominee in each category of the 2025 
Walkerville Citizen of the Year Awards. 

 

Category Nominee  Nominee contributions 

Citizen of 
the Year 

Raymond 
Dohnt 

Ray is dedicated to the game of bridge and goes beyond 
welcoming players in, which makes him very popular. For the 
Walkerville Bridge Club, he sets up the room and the games each 
week. He began giving a lesson before play for up to 100 players. 
The beginner’s program has increased under Ray’s tutorship and 
encouragement. 

Ray is to be nominated for Life Membership from SA Bridge 
Association at the AGM this year. He lectures and helps at another 
bridge club in Glenelg North. 
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 Gregory 
Brian 
Crawford 
AM 

Greg has been a resident of the Town of Walkerville for 33 years 
contributing through community support, musical events as an 
organ player, Adelaide Primary Health Care Network, local 
government and Hospital Research Foundation, these supports 
included a range of mental health initiatives, provision of 
defibrillators and other primary health care initiatives focusing on 
wellbeing of the community. Since 1980, Professor Crawford has 
worked as a medical practitioner in metropolitan and regional 
South Australian and overseas, e.g. United Kingdom.  

His passion is in palliative care and he has held senior specialist 
positions and Board appointments to date.  

As Professor of Palliative Medicine for the University of Adelaide, 
he is currently involved in the Walkerville community through the 
social prescribing project focusing on connecting the community 
with health and care solutions. Once the project progressed 
beyond the pilot stage it has the potential to be implemented 
nationally and internationally.  

Professor Crawford has received a number of awards from the 
health and academic community, including invitations to 
Government House to acknowledge his contributions and being 
awarded an AM. 

Young 
Citizen of 
the Year 

Thisagi 
Jayasekara 

Thisagi has been a Wilderness School student since 2021 and has 
been involved in many committees and groups, including Media 
Team, Careers Committee, Library Committee, Dream Girls choir 
and Round Square Ambassador.  

This year she was the leader of Girl Up, initiating fundraising and 
awareness for organisations supporting women and children in 
need. Under her guidance, the group lead the Catherine House 
food drive raising over 1,300 cans of food, organising a fundraiser 
for National Breast Cancer Foundation, initiating a period poverty 
drive supporting Kick Start for Kids and promoting International 
Women’s Day helping students craft cards for women who inspire 
them. 

Indya Dodd Indya has completed extensive volunteer work, advocacy and 
leadership, specifically in community health, youth development 
and social awareness.  

Indya has volunteered over 150 hours for St John Ambulance 
superficially ensuring safety and wellbeing at public events. This 
includes Anzac Day at the Walkerville RSL and Walkerville 
Christmas event. As part of her volunteering at St John 
Ambulance, she also mentors youth members. 

Through the hospitality cart program, Indya has provided support 
and companionship to families at the Women’s and Children’s 
Hospital.  

Indya has advocated for better access to eating disorder 
treatments in South Australia by writing to Lucy Hood MP. 

She has also volunteered for Town of Walkerville’s volunteer 
advertising photoshoot. 

In October 2024, Indya was awarded the Peter Falkland Youth 
Leader of the Year award for St John Ambulance, presented at 
Government House. 

Community 
Event of the 
Year 

Walkerville 
Energy & 
Environment 
Forum 

Richard Bentley, Walkerville Rotary and Australian Conservation 
Foundation were the key organisers for this event. Presentation 
topics included nature, climate and renewables, and there were 
stalls from local community groups. 
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The event was successful and received positive feedback. It was 
attended by approximately 70 people, who participated in 
networking opportunities too. The Forum aimed to give national 
and international challenges in the environmental and energy 
space a community-level significance. Further, it gave spotlight to 
the importance of partnerships between three tiers of government 
and community organisations, like the Rotary Club of Walkerville, 
Walkerville Bushcare Volunteers, Electrify Adelaide, Walkerville 
RSL and the Warringga Committee.  
  
As part of the event, Walkerville Rotary gave away 400 native 
plants and over 50 plants to the local Preschool for the children to 
take home.  
  
The community looks forward to working together to ‘Bringing Back 
Nature’ in Walkerville and working alongside other Karrawirra 
Parri/Torrens councils and community groups with Kaurna lead to 
continue with the critical repair of the river and associated 
systems.  

Walkerville 
Knitting 
Group 

Walkerville Knitting Group are made up of approximately 10-14 
local ladies who knit, crochet and sew. They donate to several 
organisations including Knit for Ukraine Kids and Knit for India in 
conjunction with Victorian and New South Wales groups. They also 
make items for the Church of England and Methodist Church 
giftshops and trading tables, St Vincent De Paul, Fred’s Van, Tea 
cosy knit project, St Vinnies gift shop, and Backpack 4 Kids SA. 

 

Active 
Citizenship 
Award 

No nominations received 

 

Up to one (1) nominee can be selected to be awarded in each category, however, it is not mandatory 
that a winner be selected for each category. 

Council Members may wish to nominate and select a recipient for Active Citizenship Award at the 
Council Meeting. This can be selected from nominees in other categories.  

To our knowledge, none of these nominees have won previously. 

 

Financial Implications 

All costs associated with the presentation of this Award are minimal and are covered in the  
2024/25 budget. 

 

Risk Implications 

The risk associated with this report has been assessed as low. 

 

Attachments 

 

Attachment A Citizen of the Year Awards Nomination Form - Raymond Dohnt 

Attachment B Citizen of the Year Awards Nomination Form – Gregory Brian Crawford AM 

Attachment C Citizen of the Year Awards Nomination Form - Thisagi Jayasekara  



 
CONFIDENTIAL 

Attachment D Citizen of the Year Awards Nomination Form - Indya Dodd  

Attachment E Citizen of the Year Awards Nomination Form - Walkerville Energy Environment 
Forum 

Attachment F Citizen of the Year Awards Nomination Form – Walkerville Knitting Group 

 

Confidentiality Recommendation (Public) 

Pursuant to section 91(7) 

That having considered Agenda Item 17.3 Walkerville Citizen of the Year Awards in confidence 
under section 90(2) and (3)(o) of the Local Government Act 1999, the Council, pursuant to section 
91(7) of that Act orders that the report, minutes and all attachments relevant to this Agenda Item be 
retained in confidence until the announcement of the Walkerville Citizen of the Year Award winners, 
and that pursuant to Section 91(9)(c) of the Local Government Act 1999, the Council delegates to 
the Chief Executive Officer the review and power to revoke this Order. 
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Outlook

RE: Nomination for Community Event of the Year

From Sarah Spencer 
Date Wed 13/11/2024 3:20 PM
To Melissa Jones 

Hi Mel,
 
Thank you – I have shared the below with Adriane for inclusion in your original nomination.
 
Regards,​​​​

Sarah Spencer
Group Manager Public Relations

Town of Walkerville
Public Relations & Community Services | 66 Walkerville Terrace, Gilberton SA 5081
PO Box 55 | Walkerville SA 5081
T +61 8 8342 7100 | M 
walkerville.sa.gov.au | 
 
From: Melissa Jones 
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2024 6:53 AM
To: Sarah Spencer 
Subject: Nomination for Community Event of the Year
 
Hi Sarah
 
I have received some further information to support the nomination I made for Community
Event of the Year.  Please see below.  Is it possible to attach it to the form ave you please?
 
Thank you
Mel
 
***************************
 
Richard Bentley, Walkerville Rotary and Australian Conservation Foundation was the key organiser for
this event. There was much liaising and careful negotiation required to get all the presenters able to
attend. 
 
It was a really successful day and the feedback has been positive. There were many networking
opportunities for presenters and participants. 
 
About 70 people attended, some staying for part of the day, but at least 60 there for the whole
afternoon. There were several apologies and information was shared with those wishing to know
more.
 
400 native plants grown by Walkerville Rotary were given away to participants and over 50 plants
going to our local Preschool for the children to take home and plant in their gardens. 
 
Among the objectives of the day were demonstrating;

11/26/24, 12:14 PM RE: Nomination for Community Event of the Year - Adriane Dade - Outlook

about:blank 1/2
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https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwalkerville.sa.gov.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cadade%40walkerville.sa.gov.au%7C29c5e2d8a9284f09ed4708dd039ec1d9%7C85b3ed0b1f044c1a9c696483a2a23f75%7C0%7C0%7C638670702584741103%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TA0xoPr37vpQYjyr6QD1tA1SMDYL%2BHZ95z%2FEt8lvuWQ%3D&reserved=0


1.      That the national and international challenges in the environmental and energy space
have a community level significance.

2.      The importance of partnerships between the different layers of government, and
community organisations like the Walkerville Rotary Club, Walkerville Bushcare
Volunteers, Electrify Adelaide, the RSL and the Warringga Committee. 

 
The group looks forward to working together to ‘Bringing Back Nature’ in Walkerville and hopes to
work alongside other Karrawirra Parri/Torrens Councils and community groups with Kaurna lead to
continue with the critical repair of the river and associated systems. 
 
 

Mayor​​​​ Melissa Jones

Town of Walkerville

PO Box 55 | Walkerville SA 5081

walkerville.sa.gov.au | 

Connect with us
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